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of Omutwarra, had, on a plundering expedition, the tail of his horse cut off completely. But, he knew his value too well to reject him on that account, and the fame of the horse, well known by this mark, and that of his rider, were associated. It is asserted that the cry of " Banda ghora ka Suwar/' or the cavalier with the cut-tail horse, was certain to put the Pin-darries to flight, whatever were their numbers. Vizier Mahomed's penetration soon developed the artifices of the Dewan, and he was cautioned not to trust himself in his poweri A plan was laid by Mooreed Mahomed to cut him off near Cheynpoor Barree ; but the letter which contained the instructions was intercepted and the Governor (Raheem Khan) of that place, to whom it was addressed, was defeated, and fled wounded, with the loss of guns and baggage, into his fort, which next day surrendered to Vizier Mahomed. The news of this was received by the timid Dewan as the prelude to his downfall, and regardless of every thing but personal safety and worldly consideration ; he summoned to his aid a large body of Mah-rattahs under Balaram Inglia (one of Dowlut Rao Sindiah's predatory leaders, who was then subsisting his force by pillage), and the standard of Sindiah was, on the arrival of this force, displayed over the ramparts of Futtygurh, and the citadel of Bhopal. The next concession the minister desired to make to his new allies,